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China 




that: 



All signs out of Peking point to the near certainty 

—the coalition of moderates, centrists, and 
2!iS now headed by Hua Kuo-Feng has over- 
powered its opposition; and 

-Hua will be officially installed over the 
weekend as Chairman of the Party and its 
Military Commission. 

Purge of the Left 

We are also uncertain about events leading to the 

death andTeng s purge, hadassured ost -Mao leader- 

clout *to hold its own for some time m tne P« 
ship. We still do not know: 

t ,, fl .u nr 4. hp i G ft was always weak and heavily 
"lepSlent on Mao, and whether the moderates, 
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the centrists, and the military were united 
against it and just waiting for Mao's death 
to sweep it away; or 

— whether the balance of power may have been 
altered only very recently — strengthening 
moderates and the PLA, encouraging Hua and other 
centrists to abandon efforts to work with the 
left, and forcing it to take MTrash actions that 
isolated it. 

Support for both interpretations can be gleaned from 
rumors now circulating in Peking, but we lean toward the 
latter interpretation for several reasons: 

Since last spring, reporting from moderate 
officials has consistently said that though 
the moderates out-numbered the left, they had 
been disheartened by recent events and remained 
leaderless, thus allowing the left a strong 
voice at the top. 

—Even after Mao's death, foreign diplomats in 
Peking were told by the Chinese that leftist 
Chang Chun-ch'iao would become Premier and Hua 
Kuo-feng would become Party Chairman— reflecting 
the balance that we had thought existed at the 
top. 

— Several of the rumors now circulating suggest 
that the left reneged on this compromise, opposed 
Hua, put forward its own candidate for Chairman, 
and threatened to launch a nationwide media 
campaign critical of Hua. As a result, Hua was 
prompted to link up with the moderates and the 
PLA in a quick move against the left on October 6 
or 7. 

Indeed, it now seems clear that events of the past 
several months had worked against, the left and may have 
led its leaders to believe they had to move quickly to 
prevent their being shoved aside. 
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— July 1 s earthquake further slowed the already 
lagging anti-Teng campaign and allowed the 
moderates to refocus national attention on 
production and the need for unity. 

— Hua emerged as a leader in his own right by 
taking charge of relief activities. 

— In addition, he gave national prominence in his 
work to the PLA at the expense of leftist mass 
organizations and militia. 

— Later, Hua built on this exposure by delivering 
the eulogy at Mao's funeral and publicly stressing 
moderate themes of unity. 

In these circumstances the top leftists may have 
felt a need to move swiftly to counter the trend of develop- 
ments. Some reports suggest that they tried to get promises 
of support from military and security leaders, perhaps 
including Li Teh-sheng, Commander of the Shenyang Military 
Region. Apparently, no such leader was willing to support 
their move. On the contrary, it seems increasingly likely 
that the military's support of Hua was a key factor in 
his defeat of the left . 

Hua's Strengths 

Hua's rapid rise has been surprising. He benefited 
from Mao's support at key points in his career, including 
his appointment as Premier last April. However, he com- 
bined his loyalty to Mao with a reputation for being a 
skilled administrator — able to work well with both left 
and right. He reportedly made an excellent record in Hunan 
Province, where he restored agricultural production in the 
early 1960's and rebuilt the provincial party and govern- 
ment after the Cultural Revolution. 

Once in Peking, Hua continued to specialize in 
agriculture, but he also took on assignments in public 
security. Though he received much publicity for his role 
in a national conference on agriculture last year, his 
role in the investigation of Lin Piao and his designation 
as Minister of Public Security in 1975 may have been more 
important for building a nascent political base. 
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the oSS^^ffi^^-Wt that h«. possesses 
at the top. Though there is litMf e< ? *° «\ 8U » his tenu " 
the right p lace at the Soht l u Ubt that he was in 

he still had to ZhZ 9 lm ? to become Chairman, 

moderate forces aS^sot^ef lS? ■ T 6SSary t0 r ^° u P 
confirmed as Chairman! he wi??^ ^f tS - 0nce formally 
up current alliances and bnt^ better abl<3 to fi ™ 
His key role in SverseeLS tht «?i£2. bMe ¥ SU PP° rt - 
of Mao's works, as well a? collectxon and editing 
that he was Mao's choice ?o^h?? 8ertl0n . no * 8 »**aciig 
good opportunity to mo?d Mao • ? , " rman ' wil l Sfive him a 
position and promote hit poUcies? 9 ^ t0 S ° lidify his 

Continuation o f Decisi _ w Tcc ,_ 

Hua now e iS r wUl have" £o: ' ^ mUitary ~Hti«. that 
"SSSt'Sa'Srt,™ 1 * intensit V «* the campaign 

divisSns^vIdent' iJTthf L&^ bly mUted the shar P 
narrow the range of debtte ov^T ^ recent vears may 
purge by its*?? , °f no? ^ t ?^ ^ Y 1 ? SU e s ' Ifow «ver, the* 
thai have b^n jg fjg ?n FlT r g U3 I1 f- 0f ba5lC 
maintaining xdBuloqical lur^Z C 7'' and a ?9 UIne nts about 
are certain to surface a?ain? y * preventin * revisionism 

oxempulief Sy C Srp±Jniar^ adiCt ° ry le * acy best 

vs. pragmatist dthxtZ » 1 £ Gd ex P e ", or ideologue 

Communilt Mstor?? anTdebate »T ^ 40 yearS of Chines * 
will probably continue to tnL lssue f. a nd personalities 

work of his ? te uS^ w ^iir^.^^. b ^ f " me - 
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^n^^S^^^- -Wrt o. the society 
and low-skilled workers~a^l *° wer -level bureaucrats. 

While some of the "old-lino" !!2 f SGS ° n the Politburo. 

during the Cultural L h . 3 ? aSS or 9«»i»ation 
the list fei tos h Si ll ha f, alreaay reappeared in 
•Lew aays, having apparently survived the purge.) 

united°agaS g?SS differ C ° aUt , i0n ™* b * *«P°»rUY 

to persisting ideolooi^i ri-;£p~t ans ?' thanks not only 

personal ambitW^^SJS'lSrin^l'i? 0 ? 0n, P Gtin 9 
The coalition will Jin?i««?L • , i nstltutlona:lL interests. 

—whether investment should be allocated orimarilv 
indSy; ltUrS ^ ll9ht ™^y *ot\ZTelly lY 

—whether investment should be distributed to 

relatively undeveloped areas, or concentrated in 
more advanced regions (e.g., Shanghai and^SchSria) ; 

—whether technological progress should depend 

primarily on self-reliance, or on foreign acguisi- 

"'st?2r^f^ dU ° a " 0nal SyStem should ^ntinue to 
quality? lanlSm and P olit ical values, or 

we^cannol teS e whioL thG "^^"Ship team are named, 
we cannot tell which ones will advocate which policies. 
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Military Issues 

rexatijg^o t^Km*^ c °5*° ntiou8 issues, those 
debated in recent vearcT defense ha s been sharply 

PRC cadre have statwi V (Indeed, several 



to gain it * *»vr~rt hut 'i i ^ - - ' Q£f ered the mllTS 

the latel 960'B a< cultural Kevolution disruptions of 

Foreign Policy 

?f ie leftists' ouster is unlikely to result in sianifi- 

supported the twxn pillars of fhn r>T>n»„ c • 

correct cer^n M l f ° r bhG " 6W leadershi p win probablv 

stress their strong "Maoist" anti-Soviet credentials, 
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but criticism of Soviet domestic policies 
(a technique often used by the left to castigate 
their, foes in Peking as well as Moscow) is 
likely to increase. 

- We have already noticed evidence of a retreat from 
the tougher stance on the liberation of Taiwan 
presented by leftist Chang Ch'un-ch'iao in July. 
Earlier this month, Vice Premier Chi Teng-kuei, 
talking to the* Canadian Ambassador, and Vice Premier 
Li Hsien*rnien, speaking to Senator Mansfield, 
referred again to the possiblity of peaceful 
as well as forceful means of liberation and made 
clear that reunification was not urgent. This 
line will probably continue. 

- There has also been less direct criticism recently 
of US progress toward normalization of relations , 
but the Chinese have not returned to the unambiguous 
1975 message of "patience. " Since that message 
was tied to the US Presidential election, there 
may well be renewed pressure from Peking if there 
is no further progress on normalization within a 
reasonable period. 



— With regard to foreign trade and technology, 
clandestine and other reports since the purge 
have already indicated that the more outward- 
looking policy set forth at the January 1975 NPC 
will again become the norm. However, economic 
realities preclude any rapid changes in performance. 

While the new regime wiil continue to see the USSR^ 
as the primary strategic threat to and political competitor 
of China, it will be less likely than the left to risk 
provoking the USSR . Toward this end, it might eventually 
seek a limited reduction in the level of Sino-Soviet 
hostility, perhaps through agreement to set aside the 
border* issue for the time being. Moreover, despite con- 
tinuing ideological differences and political competition, 
a moderate coalition would be more willing than the left 
to improve relations if the USSR would reduce its military 
forces along the border and refrain from political provo- 
cations in Sinkiang. 

Despite these predilections on the part of the moderates, 
their options will remain severely constrained by China's • 
weak international position. Chinese foreign policy will 
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continue to be primarily reactive to international develop- 
ments. Moreover, even with the removal of the lefb from 
power, certain key issues will engender debate in the 
leadership, although the differences are likely to be 
tactical rather than basic. For example: 

— While moderates and military tend to agree on 
the nature of the Soviet threat and the need for 
closer political and economic relations with the 
West, there remains much room for disagreement 
over the likelihood of actual Soviet attack and 
the proper mix of diplomatic maneuvers and defense 
preparations by which to meet the threat. 

— The trustworthiness of the US in countering Soviet 
power and refraining from "collusion" with the 
USSR against China* s interests will also continue 
to prompt debate. 

— Another likely contentious issue will be the degree 
to which economic, ideological, and foreign policy 
considerations may allow for export of China's 
resources, imports of foreign equipment and 
technology, and participation in international 
economic matters. 

In sum, the purge of the left will enable the leader- 
ship to move beyond the stalemate of the past year, but 
potentially divisive problems — primarily domestic — will 
undoubtedly surface again in the near future. 
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